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Health  Visitors — 
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Margaret  Gibson,  C.M.B.,  S.C.M. 

Clerkess — 

Miss  E.  Grainger. 

PART-TIME  OFFICERS. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic — 

Dr.  J.  a.  Nagle,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Dental  Clinic — 

W.  G.  Webster,  L.D.S.,  Eng. 

C.  H.  Merry,  L.D.S.,  B’ham. 
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,,  Reg.  General’s  Estimate  (Mid.  1939)  ...  29,740 

Rateable  Value  (reduced)  ...  ...  ...  ...  £97,697 

Amount  of  General  Rate,  1938-39  ...  ...  ...  14/- in 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £365  11  4 

No.  of  houses  on  Rate  Book,  December,  1939  ...  ...  8,251 

,,  ,,  ,,  erected,  1939 — By  Council  ...  ...  126 

,,  ,,  ,,  erected,  1939 — By  Private  Enterprise  ...  249 

,,  ,,  ,,  demolished  in  1939  37 

Total  number  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  1,581 

Live  Birth-rate  (Coseley)  1939,  per  1,000  population  ...  22.36 

Death-rate  (Coseley)  1939,  per  1,000  population  ...  12.9 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (1939)  per  1,000  live  births  ...  55.46 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (Coseley)  1939  ...  0.7 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  Rate  (Coseley)  1939  ...  0.06 

Cancer  Death-rate  (Coseley)  1939  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.64 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  Death-rate  (children  under  two 
years)  per  1 ,000  live  births  7.54 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (Coseley)  1939  ...  0.74 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  32.11 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (Coseley)  1939 — 

(а)  per  1,000  live  births  6.03 

(б)  per  1 ,000  total  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  5.82 

Influenza  Death-rate,  1939  0.06 

Pneumonia  Death-rate,  1939  0.8 

Violence  Death-rate,  1939  0.53 
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CHART  showing  Principal  Causes  of  Death  in  Coseley  in  1938. 
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COSELEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

AieJlca  1 Officer  of  Healtk 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


T 0 the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Coseley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

This  report  has  been  abbreviated  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestions  contained  in  Circulars  1961  and  2067  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  in  this  foreword  I wish  to  make  a brief  comment  on 
the  principal  points  brought  to  notice  by  the  Vital  Statistics. 

The  population  was  29,740  and  the  Birth  Rate  22.36.  The 
corresponding  rates  for  last  year  were  28,850  and  21.49  respectively. 
The  Death  Rate  was  slightly  increased  from  12.9  to  13.38  and  the 
principal  causes  are  given  in  Table  I.  on  page  30.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  was  lower  than  in  1938  and  was  55  in  comparison 
with  59  last  year.  Five  deaths  occurred  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea 
and  this  gives  a rate  of  7.5.  There  were  four  deaths  last  year  and 
the  rate  was  6.45.  The  Maternal  Death  Rate  was  5.82  there  being 
four  deaths.  This  is  a regrettable  increase  from  1.52  in  1938. 
The  rate  was  2.85  for  England  and  Wales. 

Fifty-three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  14  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
during  the  year.  In  1938  there  were  67  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
31  of  Diphtheria.  There  was  one  death  from  Diphtheria  and  one 
from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Forty-one  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  there  were 
21  deaths  from  this  disease.  Last  year  there  were  45  notifications 
and  12  deaths. 
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Particulars  regarding  Slum  Clearance  and  Overcrowding  will 
be  found  within  the  report.  During  the  year  126  Council  Houses 
were  completed,  while  249  were  erected  through  private  enterprise. 

Attendances  at  the  Bayer  Hall  Clinic  were  adversely  affected 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  but  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Services  continued  to  operate  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  the  use  of  the  Clinic  as  a First  Aid  Post  will  hinder 
this  work  to  any  great  extent.  It  will  be  understood,  however, 
that  there  will  be  a natural  reluctance  on  the  part  of  mothers  to 
bring  their  children  long  distances  to  the  Clinic  in  these  unsettled 
times. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  offer  my  best  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees 
for  their  support.  I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
valuable  help  given  by  the  Officials  of  the  Hospitals  and  Tuber- 
culosis Dispensaries  at  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley,  by  the  County 
Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Laboratories  at  Stafford,  and  by  the 
Medical  Officers  and  Staffs  of  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospitals  at 
Bilston,  Brierley  Hill  and  Wolverhampton.  I am  also  thankful 
for  the  generous  co-operation  which  I hav^e  had  from  the  Medical 
Practitioners  of  the  District.  I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Roper  for  his 
help  and  advice  and  the  Officials  of  the  other  Departments  of  the 
Council  for  their  contributions  to  this  report,  and  finally  I gratefully 
acknowledge  the  loyal  and  efficient  assistance  which  I have  had 
from  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALEXANDER  J.  WATT. 
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SECTION  A. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  acres  3,294 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Population  (Mid.  1939)  29,740 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,251 

Rateable  Value  (reduced)  ...  ...  ...  ...  £97,697 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...£365  11  4 

Social  Conditions. 

No  important  alteration  occurred  during  the  year. 

Unemployment. 

Figures  not  available. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 


Total. 

Males. 

Birthrate  per  1,000 
estimated 
Females.  population. 

Live — Legitimate  . . . 

655 

334 

321 

22.09 

Illegitimate  ... 

8 

2 

6 

.26 

Still — Legitimate  . . . 

21 

12 

9 

Rate  per  1,000 
” Live"  and  " Still  " 
Births. 

30.65 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1.46 

“ Still  ” Birthrate  per 

1 ,000  population— 

-.74. 

Deaths. 


Total.  Males. 

330  167 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 
,,  ,,  Other  ,,  Causes 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year. 
All  Infants  per  1 ,000  Live  Births  . . . 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legiti- 
mate Live  Births  

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illeg- 
itimate Live  Births  


Females. 

163 

Death  Rate  Adjusted 
per  1,000  estimated 
population. 

12.9 

I>eaths. 

2 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  i 

" Live  " and  " Still  " 

Births.  I 

2.91  1 

2.91  1 

38 

57.16 

37 

56.48 

1 

125.00 

Per  1,000  estimated 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

population. 

ages)  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

0.03 

^ , years)  5 

0.16 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

21 

0.7 

” ” «»  ..  ,,  Pneumonia  ... 

24 

0.8 

’’  »>  *»  »»  i>  Influenza 

2 

0.06 

" '*  >>  •>  .>  Cancer 

49 

1.64 

’’  ” »«  M M Violence 

16 

0.53 

I 
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REVIEW  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Particulars  in  tabular  form  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the 
report. 

Deaths  from  Heart  Diseases  numbered  80,  an  increase  of  6 on 
last  year’s  figures.  Pneumonia  caused  24  deaths  and  Cancer  49. 
The  figures  for  last  year  were  28  and  38  respectively. 


SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

A list  of  the  Officials  of  the  Health  Department  will  be  found 
at  the  beginning  of  the  report. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory  at  Stafford  continued  to  serve  the 
District  efficiently  and  the  results  of  swabs  are  given  in  Table  A 
below.  The  analyses  of  water  supplies  and  sewage  effiuent  are 
included  later  in  the  report. 


TABLE  A. 


Disease. 

Results. 

Totals. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

Diphtheria 

79 

6 

85 

,,  (Bact.)  ... 

5 

- 

5 

Tuberculosis  ... 

27 

6 

33 

(Bact.)... 

- 

1 

1 

Others 

7 

- 

7 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

No  change  to  be  noted. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


The  following  sessions  were  held  at  the  Bayer  Hall  Clinic. 


Clinics. 

(1)  School 

(2)  Dental  - 

(3)  Ophthalmic 

(4)  .A.nte  Natal 

(5)  Child  Welfare 


Sessions  per  week. 

Two. 

Five. 

One. 

One. 

Two. 


There  was  some  disorganisation  of  the  services  at  the  beginning 
of  September  when  the  Clinic  was  0 being  equipped  as  a 
First  Aid  Post,  and  the  attendance  fell  considerably  during  the 
last  three  months  of  the  year.  All  the  sessions  were  in  operation 
at  the  end  of  the  year  The  difficulties  to  be  overcome  by  the 
mothers,  and  particularly  those  from  the  more  remote  parts  of  the 
District,  in  bringing  their  babies  and  other  children  to  the  Clinic 
will  be  appreciated,  and  parents  will,  very  properly,  keep  in  mind 
the  inconveniences  likely  to  be  experienced  on  the  journey  to  and 
from  the  Clinic  in  the  event  of  an  emergency.  While  a decrease  in 
the  attendances  is  to  be  expected,  I am  satisfied  that  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Services  can  continue  to  function  efficiently 
despite  the  abnormal  conditions. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  as  a First  Aid  Post  the  Bayer 
Hall  Clinic  has  to  serve  the  whole  district,  but  it  is  not  anticipated 
that  the  Clinic  will  have  to  be  used  extensively  for  this  purpose. 

Hospitals. 

There  has  been  no  change  since  last  year. 


Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

Midwives. 

Five  Midwives  practice  in  the  district  and  this  service  is  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Staffs.  County  Council  through  the  Coseley 
and  District  Nursing  Association. 


Maternity  Services. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Nagle,  the  Obstetric  Registrar  from  the  Wolverhamp- 
j Hospital  conducts  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  each 
Wednesday  afternoon.  There  is  always  a satisfactory  attendance 
and  I am  certain  the  mothers  appreciate  the  opportunity  of 
consu  ting  an  experienced  lady  Medical  Officer.  The  value  of 
this  chmc  cannot  be  overestimated  in  view  of  the  persistent  high 
rate  of  Maternal  Mortality  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  time  everv 

expectant  mother  m the  District  will  take  advantage  of  the  excellent 
service  provided. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinic 


First  Attendances 

Total  Attendances  

No.  of  cases  referred  for  special  exam. 
No.  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital 


280 

1,045 

15 

15 


Mr.  Maslen-Jones,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S.  and  Mr.  Patrick  Playfair, 
F.R.C.S.,  M.C.O.G.,  Honorary  Obstetric  Surgeons  at  the  Wolver- 
hampton Women’s  Hospital  were  available  for  the  treatment  of 
difficult  cases. 


The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  shown  below  with  particulars 
of  the  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 


No.  of  visits  to  children  under  1 year  of  age — 

First  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  685 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,854 

No.  of  visits  to  children  between  1 — 5 — 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,339 


Total  attendances  at  Centre  during  the  Year — 

(1)  By  children  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  4,417 

(2)  By  children  between  1 — 5 years  of  age  ...  ...  1,304 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centre  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year,  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance  were  : — 


(1)  Under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  292 

Percentage  of  notified  live  births  ...  ...  ...  41.7 

(2)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  50 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centre  during 
the  year,  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  : — 

Under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  259 

Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  344 


Dental  Treatment. 

I have  pleasure  in  including  the  following  report  from  the 
Dental  Surgeon. 

“ In  1938  the  Dental  Services  were  extended  to  provide  treat- 
ment for  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  cases.  Ten  sessions 
were  held  in  1939,  four  of  which  were  for  extractions  under 
gas  anaesthesia. 

Cases  amongst  Toddlers  and  Nursing  Mothers  requiring  dental 
treatment  are  noted  by  the  Medical  Officer,  or  the  Health  Visitors, 
and  in  due  course  are  advised  to  attend  a special  session  at  the 
Clinic. 
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Many  applications  are  now  received  from  parents  requesting 
treatment  for  their  children. 

That  there  is  a great  need  for  this  extension  of  the  dental 
service  is  well  supported  by  the  number  and  nature  of  the  cases 
which  have  so  far  been  treated. 

Many  children  well  below  school  age  are  examined,  and  the 
teeth  and  gums  are  found  to  be  in  a condition  to  cause  considerable 
suffering  and  illhealth. 

Some  figures  relating  to  the  work  which  has  been  carried  out 
at  the  Clinic  are  given  below. 

Thanks  are  extended  to  the  Medical  Officer,  the  Health  Visitors, 
and  my  partners,  for  valuable  help  received,” 


Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

No.  recommended  for  treatment  - 

85 

68 

153 

,,  attending 

60 

45 

105 

Percentage  of  acceptances  - 

70.58 

66.17 

68.62 

No.  of  extractions  under  local 
Anaesthesia  - - _ 

33 

11 

44 

No.  of  extractions  under  gas  Anaes- 
thesia - _ _ 

224 

102 

326 

No.  of  fillings  - _ _ 

7 

2 

9 

No.  of  dressings  - - - 

- 

72 

72 

Signed,  William  G.  Webster,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  Eng. 
Free  Milk  Scheme. 

Dried  milk,  free  or  at  a reduced  rate,  was  granted  to  thirty- 
three  families  where  circumstances  rendered  it  impossible  for  them 
to  obtain  an  adequate  supply  of  suitable  food. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

The  Health  Visitors  had  three  children  under  observation 
during  the  year. 


Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

No  change  in  the  arrangements. 


Voluntary  Workers. 

the  “ kindly  helped  with 

carrie^LjV  - work  could  not  hLe  been 

earned  out  so  efficiently  or  expeditiously  without  their  assistance. 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

The  sources  of  supply  have  remained  unaltered. 

There  is  a piped  supply  to  all  parts  of  the  district  with  the 
exception  of  one  well  supplying  two  isolated  houses. 

Copies  of  the  analysis  are  given  below. 

Water  Supplied  by  the  Borough  of  Bilston. 

Parts  per 
100,000. 


Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  21 2°F.  ...  ...  ...  ...  37.00 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0010 

Albuminoid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0015 

Nitric  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.60 

Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.2 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80°F.  ...  ...  ...  0.005 

Appearance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Clear. 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

pH  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.4 


This  water  is  chemically  of  satisfactory  quality,  and  if  passed 
bacteriologically,  may  be  considered  safe  for  drinking. 

Bacteriological  Report. 

On  nutrient  agar  after  48  hours’  incubation 

at  37°C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 colonies  per  ml. 

On  nutrient  agar  after  72  hours’  incubation 

at  20 — 22®C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 colonies  per  ml. 


Coli  Aerogenes  Content  {presumptive  coli). 

After  48  hours’ incubation  at  37°C.  ...  ...  Nil  per  100  ml. 

This  sample  shows  no  bacteriological  evidence  of  recent 
sewage  pollution. 


Water  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company. 


Chemical  Analysis. 


pH  Value 
Alkalinity  (Ca303) 
Chlorides  (Cl) 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Oxidised  Nitrogen 


Parts  per 
100,000. 
6.7 
5.4 
2.20 
Trace 
Trace 
0.24 
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J’arts  p(ir 
100,000. 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (3  hrs.  at  27"C) 0.012 

Temporary  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  4.9 

Permanent  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.7 

Total  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  8.6 

Total  Solids  (dried  at  180"C)  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.2 

Calcium  (Ca)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.9 

Magnesium  (Mg)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.35 

Iron  (Fe)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.003 

Manganese  (Mn)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Poisonous  Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Bacteria.  Colonies  per  ml.  Bacterium  Coli. 

Nutrient  Agar  at  20”C.  3 days...  2 Presumptive  Test  Absent 

Nutrient  Agar  at  37"C.  1 day  ...  0.25  Confirmatory  Test  Absent 
Nutrient  Agar  at  37"C.  2 days...  0.75 

Physical  Characters. 

Colour  (Burgess)  2 mm.  Taste  Normal 

Turbidity  ...  Trace  Odour  ...  ...  Nil 

susp.  matter. 

Water  supplied  by  the  Borough  of  Wolverhampton. 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Parts  per 
100,000. 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  212"F.  ...  ...  ...  40.50 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0018 

Albuminoid  0.0050 

Nitric  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  0 4 

Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 j 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80‘’F.  ...  ...  ...  0.014 

‘Appearance  

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination  ...  ...  ...  ...  None. 

pH  Value  ...  ...  ...  ^ ^ 

This  water  is  chemically  of  satisfactory  quality,  and  if  passed 
bactenologically,  may  be  considered  safe  for  drinking. 

ifi 


Bacteriological  Report. 

On  nutrient  agar  after  48  hours’  incubation 

at  37®C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 colonies  per  ml. 

On  nutrient  agar  after  72  hours’  incubation 

at  20 — 22°C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  colonies  per  ml. 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  {presumptive  coli). 

After  48  hours’ incubation  at  37°C.  ...  ...  Nil  per  100  ml. 

This  sample  shows  no  bacteriological  evidence  of  recent 
sewage  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Effluent. 

The  extensions  at  the  Foxyards  Sewerage  Disposal  Works 
were  completed  during  the  year  and  from  the  following  analysis 


of  the  effluent  it  will  be  seen  that  the  results  have 
satisfactory. 

been  very 

Parts  per 
100,000. 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  21 2®F.  ... 

...  67.00 

Of  which  in  suspension  ... 

...  3.00 

Mineral  Suspended  Matter 

...  0.80 

Organic 

...  2.20 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

...  0.7560 

Albuminoid  ,, 

...  0.5834 

Nitric  ,, 

...  5.0 

Chlorine 

...  9.2 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80°F. 

...  2.647 

Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed  in  5 days  at  65°F. 

...  4.290 

Incubation  Test 

. . . Satis- 
factory. 
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CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


Sewer  Extensions  carried  out  by  the  Council. 

During  the  year  March,  1939— March,  1940,  further  extensions 
of  Sewers  were  carried  out  as  follows  : 

1.  55  lineal  yards  of  6"  Foul  Water  Sewer  at  Pugh  Road 

Extension,  and  1 Manhole. 

2.  228  lineal  yards  of  9"  Storm  Water  Sewer  and  63  lineal 

yards  of  12"  and  4 Manholes  to  deal  with  Storm  Water, 
at  Rushtons  Factory,  Birmingham  New  Road,  Lanes- 
field. 

3.  50  lineal  yards  of  6"  Storm  Water  Sewer  to  overcome 

flooding  at  Wednesbury  Oak  Road. 

4.  Kenelm  Road  Ejector  Station  was  put  into  operation 

in  September  1939.  A small  length  of  sewer  was  laid 
to  connect  this  up  to  the  existing  sewer,  and  approxi- 
mately 70  lineal  yards  of  4"  cast  iron,  rising  main  was 
laid  from  the  plant  to  discharge  into  the  sewer  in 
Havacre  Lane. 

Sewers  constructed  by  Private  Enterprise,  March  1939 — March  1940. 


1.  Hilton  Road,  Lanesfield. 

A length  of  296  lineal  yards,  9"  Foul  Water  Sewer  with 
4 Manholes,  and  629  lineal  yards  9"  Storm  Water  Sewer 
with  8 Manholes,  to  serve  the  housing  estate  of  Mr.  W. 
Seaton. 

2.  Jeffery  Avenue,  Parkfield. 

60  lineal  yards  of  9"  Foul  Water  Sewer  with  1 Manhole, 
60  lineal  yards  of  6"  Storm  Water  Sewer  with  1 Manhole, 
to  serve  Mr.  A.  Tayler’s  housing  estate. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  still  reinaining  some  130  houses  and  8 works  at 
which  a separate  service  is  required  in  consequence  of  lack  of 
available  sewers.  The  receptacles  number  57  privies,  76  pails 
and  49  cesspools.  ^ 
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Public  Cleansing. 

The  Cleansing  Department  is  under  the  control  of  the  Cleansing 
Superintendent  and  the  services  consist  of  the  collection  and 
disposal  of  house  refuse,  emptying  of  pail  closets,  privies,  contents 
from  cesspools,  and  when  required,  the  gritting  of  roads. 

The  Staff  consists  of  21  permanent  men,  allocated  as  follows  : — 
Refuse  collection- 18  men.  Disposal  3 men. 

The  transport  consists  of  mechanical  and  horse  vehicles. 


House  Refuse  Collection. 


The  collection  service  is  organised  on  a weekly  basis  all  dustbins 
by  day,  pails  and  privies  at  night,  the  latter  being  dealt  with  as 
required. 

Disposal  of  refuse  continues  to  receive  constant  and  careful 
attention  and  all  dry  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping, 
there  being  ample  accommodation  with  many  available  sites  for 
disposal  work  in  the  district. 

Collection  service  statistics  are  as  follows  ; — 


2 ton  Morris  - 

2 ton  Bedford  - 

30  cwt.  Morris  - 

Horse  Vehicle  - 


Collection  in  loads. 

- 1,637 

- 1,695 

- 2,274 

- 1,138 


Estimated  Tonnage. 
Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 

2,782  18  0 
2,881  10  0 
2,501  8 0 
853  10  0 


6,744 


9,019  6 0 


Population  _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected 
Total  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  (1939-1940) 
Average  weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 


29,740 

8,532 

9,019  tons. 
303  cwt. 


Cost  for  Financial  Year  31st  March,  1940  : — 


Particulars. 

Gross  Expenditure  - 
Gross  Expenditure  per 
ton  - - 

Cost  per  1 ,000  premises 
Cost  per  1,000  popula- 
tion - - 

Rate  poundage  - 

Percentage  to  Total 
Rates  - - 


Coll. 

£2,967 

Disp. 

£460 

Total. 

£3,427 

6/7 

£347  14  11 

1/- 

£53  17  10 

7/7 

£401  12  9 

£99  14  11 
7/7 

£15  9 7 
1/2 

£115  4 6 
8/9 

4.5% 

0.8% 

5.3% 
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CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  12. 
The  condition  of  the  boats  were  found  in  every  case  in  good  repair, 
clean  and  entirely  free  from  overcrowding  or  infectious  disease. 

F.  E.  TOON, 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 
Inspector  of  Canal  Boats. 

SHOPS  ACTS,  1912—1936. 

During  the  year,  all  shops  in  the  district  have  been  inspected. 
Owing  to  the  lighting  restrictions  it  has  been  necessary  for  shops  to 
close  at  an  earlier  hour,  this  alteration  has  been  generally  observed. 

F.  E.  TOON, 

R.  P.  EVANS, 

Shops  Inspectors. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

A liquid  insecticide  was  used  and  15  houses  were  disinfested 
with  satisfactory  results. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  the  present  National  emergency 
the  provision  of  swimming  baths  will  have  to  be  deferred,  but  this 
will  be  one  of  the  Public  Health  amenities  which  should  receive 
immediate  consideration  on  the  advent  of  normal  conditions. 
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THE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


anitary  Inspector 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Coseley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  a Report  on  the  Sanitary 
Inspection  of  the  District  for  the  year  1939. 

Routine  Inspections. 

The  total  inspections  of  all  types  numbered  6,736.  The  visits 
re  complaints,  inspections  and  general  matter  totalled  5,398,  and 
in  connection  with  the  following-up  of  notices  and  works-in- 
progress 1,338.  Details  in  Table  I. 

Complaints. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy  - eight  complaints  relating  to 
nuisances  or  sanitary  defects  were  received  and  investigated 
during  the  year,  and  the  necessary  action  taken. 

Notices. 

The  total  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  was, 
“ Informal,”  one  hundred  and  ninety-five,  “ Abatement  ” ninety- 
seven. 
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Summary  of  Inspections. 

Table  L 

Visits  re  Complaints  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

,,  re  Inspections  ...  ...  .••  •••  •••  •••  853 

, , to  work  in  progress  ...  ...  • . • • • • • • • 485 

Infectious  cases  visited  ...  ...  ...  .••  •••  •••  74 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  70 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  .••  .••  •••  1,274 

,,  ,,  Butchers’  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  669 

,,  ,,  Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  •••  35 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  •••  ..•  •••  79 

,,  ,,  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

,,  ,,  Fish  Friers’ Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

,,  ,,  Wet  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

,,  ,,  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

,,  ,,  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

,,  ,,  Outworkers’  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  „ Pigkeeping  10 

„ ,,  Slaughter  on  Private  Premises  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  ,,  Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  265 

,,  ,,  Overcrowded  houses  (re-checking)  ...  ...  975 

,,  ,,  Miscellaneous  Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  353 

,,  ,,  rg  Water  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  459 


Total  ...  6,736 


Sanitary  Defects. 

The  sanitary  defects  or  nuisances  for  which  notices  were 
served  numbered  769,  and  the  premises  affected  317. 

Sanitary  Improvements. 

The  defects  or  nuisances  remedied  numbered  787,  and  the 
premises  affected  382.  Included  are  premises  repaired,  affected 
by  26  notices  served  in  1938. 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 


Slaughterhouses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  nine  slaughterhouses  on 
the  register. 

1,274  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  and  nine  to  private 
premises  for  the  purpose  of  meat  inspection,  these  visits  were  made 
to  correspond,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  time  of  slaughter. 

To  butchers’  premises  and  meat  shops  704  visits  were  made, 
and  in  no  instance  was  diseased,  unsound  or  unfit  meat  found  on 
these  premises. 

Notices  of  slaughter  were  received  concerning  ; — 

Bovines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,320 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,203 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,259 

Total  ...  12,782 


Offensive  Trades. 

The  only  licensed  gut  scraping  establishment  in  this  district 
is  visited  regularly.  The  owner-occupier  does  his  best  at  all  times 
to  keep  the  premises  in  a clean  and  innocuous  condition. 

Fish  Frying  Premises. 

303  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  for  the  purpose  of 
inspection  of  the  prepared  foodstuffs,  and  the  cleanliness  therein. 

Wet  Fish  Shops. 

62  visits  were  made  to  these  shops  during  the  year,  for  the 
inspection  of  fish  offered  for  sale. 

Dturies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

On  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  nine  cow- 
keepers,  forty-six  wholesale  traders  and  fifty-six  retailers. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1936. 

During  the  year  the  following  licences  were  issued : — 
Dealers'. — “Tuberculin  Tested” — 1.  “Pasteurised” — 1. 

“Accredited” — 1.  Supplementary  Licences: — “Accredited” — 5. 
“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” — 5.  “ Pasteurised  ” — 4. 
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Ice  Cream  Premises. 

The  majority  of  these  shops  are  supplied  by  wholesale  firms, 
who  also  supply  electric  refrigerators,  thus  ensuring  as  far  as 
possible  a good  clean  product.  108  visits  were  made  to  these 
premises. 

Outworkers  (Factory  Act). 

There  were  6 registered  outworkers  premises  in  the  district, 
and  no  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  notified  therefrom. 

Factory  Act,  1937. 

222  visits  were  made  to  factories,  including  106  to  Bakehouses 
and  56  to  Offensive  Trade  premises. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

265  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  on  which  these 
wanderers  made  their  abode.  Prosecutions  were  instigated  in 
four  cases  for  the  removal  of  these  dwellings  from  unlicensed 
premises. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  PARKES, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Housing. 


Slum  Clearance. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  situation  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1939. 

1.  Houses  represented  as  unfit  but  not  completely 

dealt  with  : 

{a)  In  areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

(6)  Individual  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ....  25 

2.  Houses  represented  and  partially  dealt  with  but 

further  action  necessary  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


Total  ...  156 


Further  deterioration  in  the  condition  of  these  houses  may  be 
expected  and  no  doubt  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  keeping  some 
of  them  safe  and  at  all  habitable  until  appropriate  action  can  be 
taken.  Even  owners  who  in  normal  times  maintained  their  houses 
in  good  repair  are  now  finding  it  difficult  to  give  due  attention  to 
simple  defects,  therefore  it  will  be  understood  how  much  worse 
the  position  is  in  the  case  of  badly  kept  and  ancient  dwellings. 
There  is  every  indication  that  there  will  be  a housing  problem  to 
be  faced  at  the  end  of  the  present  national  emergency. 

Overcrowding. 

The  number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  was  329  and  while  551  persons  in  92  families  occupying  90 
houses  found  relief  during  the  year  the  good  effects  were  minimised 
by  the  fact  that  other  houses  became  overcrowded  owing  to  births 
and  to  children  attaining  the  age  of  ten. 

Accommodation  in  Council  houses  were  found  for  25  of  the 
92  families  and  17  were  relieved  in  the  course  of  rehousing  for  slum 
clearance.  Some  of  the  remaining  50  families  obtained  larger 
houses,  while  abatement  resulted  from  a decrease  in  the  size  of  others. 

The  Housing  Architect  has  kindly  submitted  the  following 
report : — 

Housing. 

Report  of  the  Housing  Architect  (J.  Percy  Clark,  Esq.,  F.R.I.B.A.) 

During  the  year  1939,  development  was  taking  place  on  three 
of  the  Council’s  sites. 

At  Princes  End  Site,  the  Contract  No.  4,  for  108  houses 
commenced  last  year,  was  completed. 
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The  Rookery  Road  Site,  for  18  houses,  was  begun,  and  corn- 
pleted  in  December,  whilst  at  Chad  Road,  work  was  commenced  m 
January  upon  108  houses. 


Following  the  outbreak  of  war,  instructions  were  received 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  work  upon  houses  not  m an 
advanced  stage,  was  to  be  discontinued,  and  whilst  this  Order 
originally  affected  32  houses,  this  number  was  reduced  to  14,  alter 
urgent  requests  had  been  made  by  the  Council.  The  nurnber, 
therefore,  to  be  completed,  is  94,  eight  of  which  were  tenanted  by 


December. 


This  makes  a total  of  houses  completed  during  the  year  of 
108  (Princes  End,  Contract  No.  4). 

18  (Rookery  Road). 

8 (Chad  Road). 
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SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Cowsheds  and  milkshops  in  the  district  are  visited  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  responsible  for  meat  inspection. 
Particulars  are  given  on  page  23. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Details  of  the  sampling  results,  given  below,  have  been  kindly 
supplied  by  Mr.  Butlin,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  County  Council  for 
this  purpose  of  the  Act. 

Table  B. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Details  of  Samples  taken  in  Coseley  Urban  District  during  1939. 


Number  of 

Article  of  Food. 

Samples. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated. 

Milk  

26 

2r) 

1 

General  Foods 

14 

14 

- 

One  sample  of  milk  was  very  slightly  deficient  in  fat  and  the  vendor  was 
cautioned. 
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CosELEY  Urban  District  Council. 


Undesignated 

Milks. 

Number 

submitted. 

Cleanliness. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

T.B. 

15 

6 

9 

2 

Designated  Milks. 

“ Accredited.”  " Pasteurised.” 

2 3 

All  the  Pasteurised  samples  passed  the  phosphatase  test  for  pasteurisation. 
All  samples  negative  to  a biological  test. 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 
Notifications. 

The  following  is  a classification  of  the  cases  notified  with  the 
corresponding  figures  for  1938  in  brackets.  Other  particulars  will 
be  found  in  Tables  iv.,  vi.,  vii.,  viii.,  and  ix.,  on  pages  32,  34, 
35,  36,  37,  and  in  the  attached  Annual  Report  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 


Pneumonia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas  ... 
Diphtheria  ... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


76 

(79) 

53 

(67) 

20 

(17) 

14 

(31) 

8 

( 6) 

5 

( 2) 

Hospital  Treatment. 

Little  progress  was  made  towards  the  provision  of  the  new 
Isolation  Hospital  and  no  further  accommodation  became  available 
during  the  year. 

Fortunately  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  were  less  prevalent 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  there  is  every  indication  that 
modern  war  conditions  will  lead  to  the  spread  of  infection  and  the 
need  for  hospital  isolation  will  undoubtedly  become  more  acute. 
This  is  not  a prophecy,  but  is  based  on  the  returns  for  the  early 
months  of  1940  and  the  prospects  for  this  year  are  certainly  far 
from  good,  however,  the  best  will  have  to  be  made  of  the  situation 
and  some  temporary  accommodation  for  isolation  is  most  desirable 
if  suitable  premises  can  be  obtained. 
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Immunisation. 

Few  applications  were  received  during  the  year  and  in  the 
early  part  of  1940  consent  forms  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  all 
entrants  to  the  Infants’  Departments  of  the  Schools.  The  treat- 
ment has  been  completed  in  most  of  the  cases  where  a reply  was 
obtained,  but  unfortunately  the  response  to  the  offer  was  not  great. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia. 

Two  of  the  eight  cases  notified  died.  Six  were  removed  to 
Hospital  and  the  cost  of  treatment  was  £7Q  Is.  Od. 

The  Hospital  treatment  of  other  Infectious  Diseases  cost 
£829  7s.  3d. 

Tuberculosis. 

A total  of  40  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  the 
following  table  gives  particulars  for  the  last  five  years. 


Notifications. 


Year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1939 

21 

19 

40 

1938 

22 

23 

45 

1937 

16 

19 

35 

1936 

15 

14 

29 

1935  ... 

19 

10 

29 

The  interval  between  notification  and  death  in  the  fatal  cases 
is  given  below. 


Year. 

Within 

one 

month. 

From 

1-3 

mths. 

From 

3-6 

mths. 

From 

6 mths 
-lyr. 

From 

1-2 

yrs. 

From 

2-3 

yrs. 

From 

4 yrs. 
and  up- 
wards. 

Noti- 

fied 

after 

death. 

Total. 

1939 

1 

1 

3 

6 

2 

3 

3 

4 

23 

28 


Environment. 


Last  year  I emphasised  the  need  of  (1)  Isolation.  (2)  Suitable 
housing  accommodation.  (3)  Sufficient  nourishment,  for  all  cases 
of  Tuberculosis.  During  the  year  eight  patients  were  provided 
with  Council  Houses  and  of  these  three  were  relieved  through 
Slum  Clearance. 


Home  Visiting. 

Our  Health  Visitors  made  25  first  visits  and  709  re-visits  to 
tuberculous  cases  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

After  Care. 

The  Council  is  represented  on  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton 
and  Dudley  Joint  Board  for  Tuberculosis,  and  on  the  Wolverhamp- 
ton and  Dudley  After  Care  Committees. 
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TABLE  I. 


TOTAL  DEATHS,  1939. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

2 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

'4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

- 

1 

5 

Diphtheria 

I 

- 

1 

6 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

- 

1 

8 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

10 

11 

21 

10 

Other  Tuberculosis 

2 

_ 

2 

11 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

12 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer 

20 

29 

49 

14 

Diabetes 

_ 

3 

3 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

10 

12 

22 

16 

Heart  Diseases 

35 

45 

80 

17 

Aneurysm 

— 

— 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

1 

7 

19 

Bronchitis 

6 

8 

14 

20 

Pneumonia  (All  Forms)  ... 

15 

9 

24 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

— 

23 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

2 

3 

5 

24 

Appendicitis 

2 

_ 

2 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ..." 

1 

_ 

1 

26 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

_ 

1 

1 

28 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

3 

2 

5 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

2 

2 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases  

_ 

2 

2 

31 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 
etc. 

14 

7 

21 

32 

Senility 

13 

10 

23 

33 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

34 

Other  Violence 

7 

!“> 

35 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

11 

7 

18 

36 

37 

Ill  Defined  or  Not  Known 

Diarrhoea  2 years  and  over  

1 

1 

Totals 

167 

163 

330 
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TABLE  II. 


QUARTERLY  SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS  ARRANGED  IN  AGE-GROUPS. 


1st  Qtr. 
M.  F. 

2nd 

M. 

Qtr. 

F. 

3rd  Qtr. 
M.  F. 

4 th 
M. 

Qtr. 

F. 

Totals. 
M.  F. 

Per- 

centage 

Under  1 year  ... 

5 

8 

5 

7 

5 

3 

4 

1 

19 

19 

11.5 

1-  5 years  ... 

- 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

5 

3 

2.4 

5-10  „ 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

2 

1 

0.9 

10-15  ,, 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1.2 

15-25  .. 

4 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

9 

6 

4.5 

25-35  ,, 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

5 

11 

4.8 

35-45  ,, 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

6 

7 

3.9 

45-.55  ,, 

5 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

4 

5 

14 

14 

8.4 

55-65  

11 

5 

7 

5 

5 

3 

9 

6 

32 

19 

15.4 

65-80 

17 

13 

15 

16 

12 

13 

10 

13 

54 

55 

33.03 

80  and  over  ... 

7 

11 

4 

4 

5 

5 

2 

7 

18 

27 

13.6 

Totals  ... 

56 

51 

41 

42 

39 

34 

31 

36 

167 

163 

100.0 

TABLE  III. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  1930-1939. 


Year. 

Population 
Estimated 
to  the 
Middle 
of  each 
year. 

Net 

Births. 

Deaths  belong 

ing  to  District. 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Under  1 year 
of  age. 

At  al 

1 ages. 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
births. 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

1930 

25,840 

525 

21.7 

31 

59.0 

295 

11.8 

1931 

25,840 

503 

19.7 

29 

58.0 

290 

11.38 

1932 

25,840 

464 

18.2 

48 

103.4 

307 

12.05 

1933 

25,740 

444 

17.25 

27 

60.8 

309 

12.0 

1934 

26,060 

462 

18.3 

19 

41.1 

269 

10'3 

1935 

26,420 

513 

19.4 

35 

68.23 

287 

12.6 

1936 

27,460 

547 

19.9 

47 

85.92 

317 

13.38 

1937 

28,120 

549 

19.52 

35 

65.57 

313 

12.91 

1938 

28,850 

620 

21.49 

37 

59.67 

333 

13.38 

1939 

29,740 

663 

22.36 

38 

55.46 

330 

12.9 

Average 

26,883 

529 

19.78 

34.4 

65.63 

305 

. 12.27 

31 


TABLE  IV. 


BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


Live  Births 
Still  Births 

DEATHS. 

All  causes 
lyphoid  & Paratyphoid 
Fevers 
Smallpox 
Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 


age  ; 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  h.nteritis  under  2 
years  of  age  ... 

Maternal  Mortality. 
I’uerjreral  Sepsis 
Others  ... 

Total 


Maternal  Mortality 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Others  ... 

Total 


England 

and 

Wales. 

126  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London. 

148  Smaller 

Towns 

(Re.sident 

Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931  Census). 

COSELEY. 

Rates  per  ].0( 

)0  Population. 

15.0 

14.8 

15,6 

22.36 

0.59 

0.59 

0.57 

0.74 

12.1 

12,0 

11.2 

12.9 

0,00 

0.00 

0 00 

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0,01 

0 00 

0.01 

0.00 

0 00 

0.03 

0 0.3 

0 03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.05 

0.05 

0.04 

0.03 

0.21 

0.19 

0.20 

0.06 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

50 

53 

40 

55.46 

4.6 

6.3 

3.0 

7.54 

0.77 

3.01 

2.16 

— 



3.01 

2.93 

— 

— 

6 02 

Rates  pe 

r 1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and 

Still). 

0.74 

2.91 

2.08 

— 

, 

2.91 

2.82 

5.82 

32 


TABLE  V. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  COSELEY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 
DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Cause  of  Death. 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough,. 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
T.B.  Meningitis  .. 
Abdominal  T.B.  .. 
Meningitis  (not 

T.B.)  

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (All 
Forms) 

Other  Respiratory 
Diseases 
Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 
Convulsions 
Congenital  Debilitj 
Marasmus 
Violence  ... 

Other  Diseases  .. 
Prematurity 


Under 

Total 

1 

Total 

one 

1—2 

2—3 

3—4 

under 

1—3 

3—6 

6—9 

9—12 

deaths 

week 

weeks 

weeks 

weeks 

one 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

under 

month 

one 

VI.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

year. 
M.  F. 

- - 

- 1 

- 1 

- - 

- - 

- 1 

- 1 

1 - 

- 2 

- 1 

- 1 

2 1 

1 3 

2 4 

- 1 

1 2 

1 3 

- 1 

- 1 

1 1 

- 2 

1 - 

— — 

2 3 

- 1 

1 - 

- - 

- - 

3 4 

1 - 

1 - 

1 - 

4 1 

- 1 

1 - 

1 - 

6 2 

- 1 

_ _ 

_ _ 

« _ 

6 3 

5 1 

5 1 

5 1 

11  3 

- 5 

2 - 

1 - 

14  8 

1 6 

2 3 

- 1 

2 1 

19  19 

Total 


TABLE  VT. 

DEATHS  FROM  SPECIHED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1930-1939. 


1 Diseases. 

1 

Year. 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

193S 

lOS' 

Enteric  Fe^'er 

Scarlet  Fe\'er 

O 

1 

_ 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

5 

2 

Q 

1 

hcK^ping  Cough  ... 

1 

2 

4 

5 

o 

3 

1 

Measles 

6 

I 

4 

2 

3 

1 

O 

O 

Diarrhoea 

(under  2 ... 

4 

5 

O 

6 

3 

9 

5 

2 

4 

5 

Totals  ... 

14 

9 

13 

12 

13 

16 

12 

9 

6 

8' 
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AGE-GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1939. 


\ t>  OO  ^ O 

Csl  <M 

1 'N 

< 

1 CO  CO  ^ CO  O 1 

Ol  o ^ 

1 ^ 

00 

Oi 

65  & 
over. 

M.  F. 

1115^  1 eo  1 

1 1 I II  1 

1 ^ 

CO 

uo 

45-65 
M.  F. 

1 1 1 --o  1 S'!  1 

1 1 

00 

1 1 1 O 1 CO  1 

1 1 

CO 

25-45 
M.  F. 

1 M 1 lO  1 M -H  II 

1 -H  -<  O 1 !M  1 II 

24  11 

I CO  ' 1 -H  1 

1 1 

CO 

(A 

1 cq  00  1 cq  1 

1 1 

CO 

>< 

I 

1 

1 05  -I  1 II  1 

1 1 

o 

Q 

H 

O 

1 lO  -1  -<  II  1 

1 1 

NH 

U 

u 

cu 

72 

I/) 

M 

5-10 

M.  F. 

1 O « >-H  II  1 II 

1 05  1 II  1 II 

10  14 

U ' 

•< 

b) 

K 

H 

1 

A. 

1 1-1  1 II  1 

1 M 1 1 II  1 

1 1 

1 1 

CO 

H , 

<t! 

3-4 

M.  F. 

1 1 1 ro  II  1 

1 ^ 

1 Tj<  -<  lO  II  1 

1 1 

o 

-3 

F. 

1 — 1 CO  II  1 

1 1 

1 1 -I  II  1 

1 1 

CO 

1 1 1 -1  1 1 

1 1 

(N 

1 «q  1 II  1 

1 1 

e<5 

Under 

1 yr. 

M.  F. 

1 1 1 cq  (Ml  1 II 

1 1 1 CO  1 1 II 

lO 

Disease. 

Enteric  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Pneumonia 
Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum 
Erysipelas 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Dysentery 

Totals 
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TABLE  VIII. 


CO 

o> 


O 

o: 

;=) 

Q 

in 

U 

c/3 

< 

U 

c« 


U 

nJ 

OQ 

< 

b 

H 

O 

Z 


s 

o 

Qi 

b. 

c/3 

X 

H 

C 

U 

o 

b 

O 

c/3 

b 

D 

O 

X 

O 

u 

o 

< 


1 
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TABLE  IX. 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1939. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Enteric  Fever 

Diphtheria 

14 

12 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

53 

26 

1 

Pneumonia 

76 

— 

24 

Erysipelas 

20 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

8 

6 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

5 



— 

Totals  

176 

44 

28 

TABLE  X. 

MONTHLY  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Month, 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever 

CO 

.1 

CO 

>> 

u 

w 

Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Meningitis 

Enteric 

Fever 

Totals. 

January 

1 

7 

4 

8 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

24 

February 

2 

3 

2 

9 

— 

1 

- 

- 

17 

March 

2 

4 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

April  ... 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

- 

- 

6 

May  ... 

- 

3 

1 

7 

- 

1 

- 

- 

12 

June 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

— 

— 

- 

11 

July 

— 

3 

2 

5 

— 

1 

- 

- 

11 

1 

August 

1 

6 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

12 

i| 

September  ... 

1 

7 

1 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

13 

i 

October 

2 

6 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

1 

November 

1 

7 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

December 

3 

4 

- 

5 

- 

1 

— 

- 

13 

•• 

Totals  ... 

14 

53 

20 

76 

5 

8 

1 

- 

165 
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TABLE  XI. 


38 


Totals 


TABLE  XII. 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE  YEARS  1934-1939. 


Year. 

Deaths. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1934 

18 

6 

18 

6 

1935 

11 

7 

1 

4 

12 

11 

1936 

10 

7 

— 

1 

10 

8 

1937 

8 

7 

— 

8 

7 

1938 

8 

4 

1 

3 

9 

7 

1939 

10 

11 

2 

- 

12 

11 

TABLE  XIII. 

DEATHS  ARRANGED  ACCORDING  TO  MONTHS,  1939. 


Month. 

Outside 

Deaths. 

Deaths  o 

IN  THE 

CCURRING 

Area. 

Total 

Deaths. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

January  ... 

5 

6 

13 

15 

18 

21 

February 

5 

4 

15 

8 

20 

12 

March 

1 

5 

18 

11 

19 

16 

April 

4 

4 

12 

11 

16 

15 

May 

3 

6 

13 

12 

16 

17 

June 

4 

3 

5 

6 

9 

9 

July 

6 

4 

6 

4 

12 

8 

August  ... 

6 

2 

12 

7 

18 

9 

September 

1 

6 

5 

14 

6 

19 

October  . . . 

3 

4 

8 

6 

11 

10 

November 

3 

4 

9 

9 

12 

13 

December 

3 

2 

7 

12 

10 

14 

Totals 

44 

48 

123 

115 

167 

163 
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TABLE  XIV. 

CANCER  DEATHS— AGE  GROUPS  AND  PARTS  AFFECTED. 


1- 

yea 

15 

rs. 

15- 

yea 

-25 

rs. 

25- 

yea 

-35 

rs. 

35- 

yea 

-45 

JS. 

45- 

yea 

-65 

irs. 

65 
& o 

y^rs. 

ver. 

To 

:al. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Tongue,  Lip, 
Mouth,  etc. 

1 

3 

4 

Gullet 

— 

__ 

3 

3 

_ 

6 

Stomach  ... 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

7 

3 

8 

Bowel  or  Abdomen 

1 

2 

3 

2 

4 

Rectum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Breast 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

5 

1 

7 

Lung  

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

Womb  or  Ovaries 

— 

— 



__ 

_ 

2 

2 

Ext.  Genitals 

— 

■ 

1 

1 

Liver,  Kidney,  etc. 

— 

— 

- 

2 

1 

3 

Bones 

Heart 

Miscellaneous 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

9 

13 

11 

15 

20 

29 
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COSELEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Annual  Report 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1959. 


Pfintcd  by  otdct  of  the  Coseley  Education  Committee. 
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COSELEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman  : 

Councillor  J.  A.  Grange. 


Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  S.  Davies,  J.P.  (deceased  9/9/39). 


Councillor  E.  Allen 

,,  W.  T.  Bayliss 

,,  G.  Cox 

,,  W.  J.  Gough 

,,  1.  Greensill,  J.P. 

(deceased  3/12/39) 
,,  H.  Griffiths,  J.P.,  C.C. 

„ F.  Higgins 

,,  J.  H.  Hartland 

,,  A.  E.  Holden 

J.  Hill 

,,  W.  R.  Mobberley,  J.P. 
,,  J.  Norton 

,,  W.  H.  Pritchett 

,,  J.  E.  Pugh 

,,  J.  W.  Smout 

,,  G.  W.  H.  Turton 


as  members 
of 

the  Council. 


/ 


Miss  M.  Lathe,  C.C. 
and 

Mrs.  E.  M.  C.  Waddell 

Coun.  J.  H.  Hartland 
and 

Mr.  T.  B.  Davies 

Coun.  W.  J.  Gough 
and 

Alderman  A.  Lathe,  J.P.,  C.C. 


Experienced  in  Elementary 
■ and  Secondary  Education 
for  Girls. 

As  persons  specially 
• acquainted  with  the  needs 
of  Council  Schools. 

As  persons  experienced 
in  Secondary  and  Technical 
Education. 


Fred.  J.  C. 


Secretary  : 
POOLE.  B.hs. 


L.,  F.R.G.S. 
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COSELEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sckoo  1 JVieJical  Officer 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Coseley  Education  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  report  on  the  School 
Medical  Service  of  your  District  for  the  year  1939. 

While  the  report  has  been  condensed  by  the  omission  of  some 
of  the  tables  and  other  details,  I have  endeavoured  to  deal  with  the 
more  important  aspects  of  the  service  and  to  give  an  outline  of  the 
work  carried  out  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  Bayer  Hall  Clinic  at  which  all  the  practical  and  revise 
work  was  performed  had  to  be  equipped  as  a First  Aid  Post  in 
September,  but  the  alterations  have  not  been  so  extensive  as  to 
interfere  much  with  the  various  activities  of  the  service,  and  it 
should  be  possible  to  continue  the  clinics  on  a normal  basis  during 
1940. 
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Fortunately  our  school  population  was  not  affected  by 
evacuation  or  on  influx  of  children  from  other  areas,  and  during 
the  last  two  months  of  the  year  the  minor  ailment  and  dental  clinics 
began  to  function  in  a modified  way.  No  routine  medical  or  dental 
inspections  could  be  made  after  the  closure  of  the  schools  at  the  end 
of  July,  but  an  attempt  was  made  to  keep  in  touch  with  those 
children  requiring  special  observation  or  treatment. 


In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Committee  for  their  support, 
and  I gratefully  acknowledge  the  loyal  and  efficient  assistance 
given  to  me  by  both  the  full-time  and  part-time  Staffs.  My  best 
thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  Poole,  the  Secretary  for  Education,  for 
his  unfailing  help  and  guidance  at  all  times. 


I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  J.  WATT. 
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staff. 


The  School  Medical  Staff  is  as  follows  : — 

School  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Alexander  J.  Watt,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Hon.  Consultant  and  Deputy  S.M.O.  and  M.O.H.  : 

C.  Hope  Waddell,  L.R.C.P.I.,  L.R.C.S.I,,  L.M. 

(Resigned  12/12/39). 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon — Part-time  : 

H.  Campbell  Orr,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.F.P.S. 

School  Dentists — Part-time  : 

W.  G.  Webster,  L.D.S.,  Eng. 

C.  H.  Merry,  L.D.S.,  B’ham. 

B.  H.  Moore,  L.D.S.,  B’ham. 

School  Nurse  ; 

Miss  M.  Russell. 

Senior  Clerk  and  Dental  Attendant : 

Miss  D.  Turton. 

Junior  Clerk  : 

Miss  A.  Flavell. 

Co-ordination. 

The  Post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical 
Officer  and  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  is  a 
combined  one  and  the  Staffs  of  all  the  Health  Services  are  housed 
in  the  same  buildings  so  that  co-ordination  is  easy  and  complete. 

School  Hygiene. 

Some  of  the  schools  were  used  as  First  Aid  Depots  and  Wardens 
Posts  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  therefore  the  work 
of  keeping  them  clean  and  hygienic  was  made  rnore  difficult, 
however,  a high  standard  was  maintained.  In  addition  to  other 
structural  repairs  the  following  improvements  were  rnade. 

Manor  Senior  School.  Internal  and  external  decorations. 

Hurst  Hill  School.  ,,  ,, 

Mount  Pleasant  School.  ,,  ,,  ,<  >> 

playground  asphalted. 

Daisy  Bank  School.  External  decoration. 

Lanesfield  School.  Ceiling  repaired  in  one  classroom. 
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Medical  Inspection. 


Routine. 

The  number  of  children  examined  in  the  prescribed  age  groups 
was  950,  composed  as  follows  : — 


Age. 

Number. 

Entrants  ” 
Intermediates  ’ 
Leavers  ” 

(5-6)  - 

(8 — 9)  - 
(12—13)  - 

210 

421 

319 

950 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

20 

Total  - 

970 

Other  Inspections. 

Number. 

Specials  ” 
Re-inspections 

Various  Ages 
” do. 

205 

537 

742 

The  routine  inspections  were  made  in  the  Schools  and  the 
other  inspections  at  Bayer  Hall  Clinic  where  a weekly  session  was 
held  for  this  purpose. 


Findings  at  Medical  Inspection. 

Details  of  the  findings  at  routine  and  special  inspections  have 
been  omitted  this  year  owing  to  the  curtailment  of  the  figures 
required  by  the  Board  of  Education,  however,  it  may  be  taken 
that  there  has  been  little  variation  from  the  standard  of  the  previous 
year  when  45  per  cent,  of  all  children  examined  in  the  routine 
age  groups  were  found  to  require  observation  or  treatment  for 
some  defect. 


Special  Inspections. 

During  the  year  205  children  were  inspected  and  practically 
all  required  treatment.  This  was  to  be  expected  as  usually  these 
children  were  selected  for  examination  on  account  of  some  suspected 
defect. 
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Re-lnspectlons. 

As  in  former  years  these  children  were  seen  at  the  School 
Clinic,  which  is  of  course  the  most  suitable  place  for  the  actual 
examinations,  but  this  method  has  important  disadvantages,  the 
chief  of  these  being  the  difficulty  in  securing  the  attendance  of 
children  whose  parents  find  it  difficult  to  bring  them  to  tjie  Clinic. 
Unfortunately  it  is  just  such  children  who  require  the  most  super- 
vision. The  clerical  work  involved  in  sending  out  notifications 
to  parents  was  also  considerable  and  after  the  outbreak  of  war  there 
was  also  the  safety  of  the  children  to  be  considered,  as  it  was 
obviously  undesirable  that  they  should  be  on  their  way  to  or  from 
the  Clinic  in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 


Now  that  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  re-inspections 
to  take  place  at  the  schools  it  is  anticipated  that  many  more 
children  will  be  examined  and  it  will  also  be  much  easier  to  keep 
in  touch  with  those  requiring  special  attention. 


Nutrition. 

The  nutrition  of  the  school  child  has  received  such  attention 
recently  and  so  much  has  been  written  on  the  subject  that  further 
comment  may  seem  unnecessary,  but  no  doubt  there  is  sufficient 
excuse  for  anything  that  may  be  said  on  the  matter  owing  to  its 
importance,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  nutritional  standards  are 
still  largely  influenced  by  the  impressions  of  different  observers. 


In  order  to  get  a correct  view  of  the  question  one  must  keep 
in  mind  the  various  factors  which  influence  health  and  nutrition 
and  the  following  are  three  of  the  chief  points  : — 

1.  Food. 

An  adequate  diet  containing  all  the  essential  food 
elements  is  indispensable. 

2.  Environment. 

A good  house  and  freedom  from  overcrowding  very 
important. 

3.  Physical  Defects. 

Untreated  defects  may  render  the  individual  unable  to 
obtain  benefit  from  his  food  and  surroundings. 
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V 


There  are,  of  course,  other  factors  both  physical  and  mental 
which  may  adversely  affect  health  and  nutrition,  but  if  these  can 
be  excluded,  I think  it  may  be  said  that  little  harm  will  come  to 
the  child  who  is  properly  fed  and  has  the  opportunity  of  living  in 
sanitary  surroundings  under  wise  parental  control  and  care. 

TABLE  A. 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Year. 

(Excellent) 

(Normal) 

(Snb- 

Normal) 

(Bad) 

Coseley 

1939 

6.91% 

81.75% 

11.13% 

.21% 

Eng.  & Wales 

1938 

14.5% 

74.2% 

10.8% 

0.6% 

From  the  above  Table  A it  will  be  observed  that  while  for 
1939  we  had  a low  average  figure  for  children  whose  nutrition 
could  be  classified  as  “ excellent  ” in  other  respects  the  figures 
compare  favourably  with  those  obtained  for  the  County  as  a whole 
during  1938. 

It  will  be  seen  that  11.13%  of  all  the  children  examined  were 
found  to  have  subnormal  nutrition  only  0.2%  had  definitely  bad 
nutrition.  The  low  figure  under  the  heading  “ excellent  ” can  be 
partly  accounted  for  by  the  larger  number  of  children  examined 
in  the  " intermediate  ” or  8-9  year  old  group,  but  undoubtedly  the  | 
small  number  is  also,  to  some  extent,  due  to  the  fact  that  I am 
inclined  to  reserve  the  term  “ excellent  ” for  children  whose 
nutritional  condition  is  exceptionally  good. 

Visual  Defects. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  no  Eye  Clinic  could  be  held 
during  the  last  five  months  of  the  year  it  will  be  noticed  in  Table  D 
that  a large  amount  of  useful  work  was  accomplished  and  most 
of  the  urgent  cases  would  have  received  attention  if  it  had  been 
possible  to  continue  the  weekly  session  to  the  end  of  tjie  year. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  excellent  service  provided  was 
fully  appreciated  by  the  parents  who  had  formerly  been  obliged 
to  obtain  special  advice  elsewhere.  I am  confident  that  the  Eye 
Clinic  will,  in  time,  also  help  to  create  a livelier  realisation  amongst 
both  parents  and  children  of  the  necessity  for  making  full  use  of  the 
spectacles  prescribed  for  unfortunately  a large  number  of  children 
do  not  wear  them  regularly. 
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Revise  inspections  in  the  school  enables  one  to  discover  these 
cases  and  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  is  also  most  helpful  in 
this  matter. 

Last  year  I referred  to  the  need  for  the  examination  and 
treatment  of  cases  of  squint  in  pre-school  children  and  I hope  to 
be  able  to  make  some  definite  arrangements  regarding  this  during 
the  coming  year. 

It  will  be  possible  to  make  full  use  of  the  Clinic  for  eye  sessions 
after  March,  1940. 

The  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  has  kindly  added  the  following 
note  : — 


Ophthalmic  Report. 

The  work  of  the  Clinic  has  gone  on  smoothly  since  its  commence- 
ment. I appreciate  very  much  the  co-operation  of  the  parents 
who  have  attended  with  their  children  and  wish  also  to  express 
my  thanks  to  the  Medical  Officer  and  his  Nursing  Staff  for  their 
assistance.  The  Teaching  Staff  of  the  Schools  can  lend  valuable 
help  by  encouraging  the  children  to  wear  the  glasses  which  are 
ordered  for  them.  In  this  way  their  help  is  invaluable. 

(Signed)  H.  CAMPBELL  ORR. 


TABLE  B. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 


No.  of  Eye  Sessions 

15 

No.  of  Refractions  carrii  d out 

• • • • • • 

126 

No.  of  Glasses  Prescritxd  ... 

• • • • • • 

99 

Total  No.  of  Children  attended 

• 

126 

Total  Attendances  ... 

• • • • • • 

...  248 

Nose  and  Throat  Defects. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  recent  tendency  to  a more  cautious 
approach  to  the  question  of  operation  for  abnormal  conditions  of 
the  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  I think  it  is  now  generally  accepted 
that  operative  treatment  should  be  confined  to  cases  where  there 
is  chronic  disease  of  these  glands  likely  to  cause  ill  health. 

Hypertrophy  of  the  tissues  of  the  naso-pharynx  and  cervical 
glands  is  so  frequently  met  with  in  children  that  its  presence  in  a 
moderate  degree  may  almost  be  regarded  as  normal,  or  to  be 
merely  an  indication  of  the  protective  reaction  of  these  organs  to 
the  agents  of  disease. 
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M a.lnourisli6d  children  from  insetnitnry  and  overcrowded  homes 
have  a greater  tendency  to  suffer  from  large  and  unhealthy  tonsils 
and  adenoids  as  they  have  less  resistance  to  infection,  ^nd  therefore 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  improve  the  home  conditions  of  such 
cases. 

There  will,  however,  remain  cases  in  which  operation  rnust 
be  considered  and  once  this  course  has  been  decided  upon  it  is 
very  desirable  that  the  period  of  waiting  should  not  be  too  long. 
There  is  always  the  danger  of  deterioration  and  complications,  and 
parents  naturally  wish  to  have  the  trouble  over  as  soon  as  possible. 
It  is  hoped  that  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  make  some  arrangements 
for  the  early  operative  treatment  of  urgent  cases. 

Uncleanliness. 

Complete  freedom  from  verminous  conditions  in  the  schools 
should  be  the  aim,  but  unfortunately  this  ideal  is  very  difficult  to 
attain  for  the  simple  reason  that  uncleanliness  is  prevalent  outside 
the  ranks  of  the  school  children. 

The  unsettled  conditions  of  the  past  year  have  made  matters 
worse  because  it  was  not  possible  to  complete  the  inspections  or 
to  give  the  following-up  attention  necessary. 

Parents  are  still  inclined  to  regard  a few  nits  as  inevitable  and 
there  is  still  much  need  for  enlightenment  on  the  subject.  Greater 
efforts  would  be  made  to  free  their  families  from  infestation  if 
parents  had  a better  knowledge  of  the  origin  and  life  history  of 
vermin.  Incurable  cases  would,  however,  remain  amongst  the 
very  ignorant  and  careless. 

Table  VI.  on  page  27  gives  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out, 
but  as  mentioned  above,  valuable  time  was  lost  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  year. 

Minor  Ailments. 

The  work  of  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  had  to  be  much  cur- 
tailed, but  provision  was  made  for  the  treatment  of  urgent  cases 
and  children  with  major  defects  were  also  seen  at  the  Friday  Clinic. 

In  the  absence  of  air  attacks  I think  the  Clinic  should  function 
almost  normally  in  the  coming  year. 

G gives  an  outline  of  the  work  done.  The  number  of 
Sessions  held  and  the  children  seen  are,  of  course,  smaller  than 
those  of  the  previous  year. 
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TABLE  C. 

Work  done  in  connection  with  Bayer  Hall  Clinic,  Year  ended  December,  1939. 

No.  of  Sessions  ...  111. 


• 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

No.  of  Children  attended  ... 

89 

133 

222 

No.  of  Children  treated 

80 

125 

205 

Re-attendances 

271 

419 

682 

Total  attendances  and  re-attendances 

360 

552 

904 

Defects  Found 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Ringworm  ; — 

Sc3.1^  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

- 

3 

Body 

1 

- 

1 

Scabies  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Impetigo 

108 

- 

108 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

49 

5 

54 

Minor  Eye  Defects  ... 

9 

3 

12 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

5 

1 

6 

Miscellaneous  (e.g.,  Minor  Injuries,  Burns 
and  Scalds,  other  Septic  Conditions)  ... 

155 

- 

155 

Totals 

333 

9 

342 

Dental  Defects. 

I have  pleasure  in  including  the  following  report  from  the 
School  Dentist,  and  details  of  the  work  are  given  in  Table  D. 


Report  of  the  School  Dentist. 

“In  reviewing  the  Summary  of  work  done  at  the  dental  clinic 
during  the  past  year  it  will  be  noted  that  following  the  decision 
to  extend  the  Clinics,  more  time  has  already  been  given  to  Inspec- 
tions at  the  Schools,  and  to  the  actual  work  in  the  clinics. 

A set  back  has  been  encountered  however  by  the  outbreak  of 
war.  During  September,  and  for  many  weeks  following  the  dental 
services  together  with  other  welfare,  activities  had  to  be  suspended. 

Happily  many  of  the  difficulties  were  overcome,  and  towards 
November  it  was  possible  to  recommence  work,  though  with  fewer 
sessions. 

The  figures  given  show  an  increase,  practically  in  every 
department  of  the  work,  despite  the  war  time  loss  in  the  second 
part  of  the  year. 
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It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  children  inspected  had 
increased  to  more  than  1,500,  over  1,700  including  specials.  In  the 
important  groups  5 to  9 years  at  least,  the  aim  is  to  examine  every 
school  child  once  a year. 

The  number  of  fillings  in  permanent  teeth  shows  a welcome 
rise  though  it  is  found  that  a large  number  of  second  teeth  are  so 
hopelessly  decayed  that  they  have  to  be  extracted. 

In  a difficult  year  further  comment  is  perhaps  unnecessary, 
and  in  conclusion  our  sincere  thanks  are  extended  to  the  Medical 
Officer,  Teachers,  and  Nurses,  for  co-operation,  and  support.” 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  G.  WEBSTER. 

TABLE  D. 


No.  of  Sessions  in  Schools 
No.  of  Routines  Inspected 
No.  of  Specials  Inspected  ... 


22 

1,624 

183 


Total  of  Routines  and  Specials 


1,707 


No.  found  to  require  Treatment 
No.  actually  Treated 
Percentages  of  acceptances 
Total  Attendance  for  Treatment 
Total  No.  of  Notices  sent  to  Parents 
No.  of  Anaesthetic  Sessions  held 
No.  of  Children  received  Anaesthetic 


1,616 

796 

72.76 

904 

1,094 

14 

168 


No.  of  Dental  Cases  Paid  for 
Amount  Received  ... 


635 

;fl3  7s.  6d. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  School  Dentist  and  from 
the  figures  outlined  on  Table  D that  a determined  effort  was 
made  to  bring  this  work  up  to  date,  and  had  the  dental  clinics  not 
been  so  much  handicapped  by  events  in  the  second  half  of  the  year, 
the  treatment  of  the  children  inspected  would  have  been  completed. 

The  idea  behind  the  dental  programme  for  1939  was  that  all 
children  up  to  the  age  of  10  years  should  be  inspected  and  that 
the  most  urgent  cases  should  be  treated  first.  It  was  intended 
that  the  work  should  be  as  conservative  as  possible  in  order  that 
attention  could  be  given  to  the  maximum  number  of  cases  and  to 
ensure  that  sufficient  time  would  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  dental 
surgeons  to  enable  them  to  relieve  all  cases  of  actual  or  potential 
sepsis.  This  principle  was  thought  best  in  view  of  the  large  amount 
o ground  to  be  covered  and  the  limited  time  available. 


62 


other  Defects. 

The  position  as  regards  crippled  and  delicate  children  and  those 
suffering  from  heart  disease  or  tuberculosis  remains  similar  to  that 
given  in  my  report  for  last  year. 

Children  who  had  cardiac  disease  with  symptoms  were  released 
from  participation  in  drill  or  physical  exercises  and  the  Head 
Teachers  were  notified  accordingly. 

Following  Up  Work. 

Despite  the  adverse  conditions  this  important  work  was 
continued  by  the  School  Nurse  as  shown  by  the  following  table  : — 


Visits  to  Schools  for  “ Routine  Inspections  ” ...  36 

Other  Visits  to  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Follow  up  domiciliary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  486 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Dental  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Arrangements  for  Treatment. 


In  addition  to  the  treatment  provided  at  the  Bayer  Hall 
Clinic,  cases  were  referred  to  the  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton, 
the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley,  and  to  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries 
at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton. 

Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  officials  of  these  institutions  for 
their  efficient  co-operation  during  the  year. 

Infectious  Diseases — Notifiable. 

Table  E shows  that  there  was  an  all  round  decrease  in  the 
incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  and  the  cases  were 
sporadic  in  occurrence.  The  figures  vary  so  much  from  year  to 
year  that  we  can  only  hope  for  a continuation  of  such  favourable 
conditions  in  1940. 

TABLE  E. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  1939  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


6 — 15  years. 


YEARS. 

5— 

10 

10— 

15 

Tot{ 

ils. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Diphtheria  

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

10 

4 

9 

13 

19 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

1 

- 

2 

2 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B. 

2 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentry 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

“* 

“* 

Totals 

13 

16 

6 

11 

19 

27 

Totals  for  year  1938 

33 

29 

15 

17 

48 

46 

53 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

I regret  to  state  that  owing  to  the  disorganisation  of  the  school 
medical  work  it  was  not  possible  to  extend  the  scheme,  and  only 
four  school  children  were  immunised  during  the  year. 

Preparations  have,  however,  been  made  to  offer  the  protection 
to  all  entrants  up  to  the  age  of  seven  years,  and  we  hope  to  proceed 
with  the  immunisations  provided  no  further  demands  are  made  on 
the  time  of  the  staff  for  other  duties. 


Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Table  F has  been  compiled  from  the  weekly  returns  made  by 
Teachers  and  gives  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  incidence  of 
these  diseases. 


TABLE  F. 

List  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  by  Head  Teachers  from  each  School. 


Scar- 

German 

Whoop- 

Chic- 

Skin 

let 

Diph- 

Mea- 

Mea- 

ing 

ken 

Mumps 

Dis- 

School. 

Fever 

theria 

sles. 

sles. 

Cough 

Pox 

eases 

Daisy  Bank  Junior  ... 

2 

4 

— 

3 

6 

Daisy  Bank  Infants  ... 

— 

— 

19 

— 

— 

6 

10 

1 

Mt.  Pleasant  Senior  ... 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

6 

1 

Mt.  Pleasant  J unior  . . . 

5 

— 

28 

_ 

2 

61 

1 

Hurst  Hill  Junior 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

3 

Hurst  Hill  Infants 

— 

2 

30 

— 

1 

3 

20 

— 

Broad  Lanes  Senior  . . . 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

Broad  Lanes  Infants... 

2 

— 

64 

1 

16 

2 

Lanesfield  Junior 

2 

— 

10 

— 

9 

1 

2 

Parkfield  Infants 

— 

_ 

23 

_ 

30 

1 

Christ  Church  Junior 

1 

— 

2 

Christ  Church  Infants 

1 

59 



3 

4 

St.  Mary's  Junior 

— 

1 

1 

1 

11 

7 

St.  Mary’s  Infants 

— 

— 

33 

_ 

51 

3 

West  Coseley  Infants 

— 

— 

31 

3 

7 

Manor  Senior  Boys’  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Manor  Senior  Girls’  ... 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

4 

- 

Totals 

14 

4 

305 

2 

3 

116 

154 

10 

Totalsfor year  1938  ... 

40 

13 

6 

1 

81 

57 

69 

33 

There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  children  who 
suffered  from  Measles,  Mumps  and  Chicken  Pox  while  only  three 
cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  reported  in  contrast  to  the  figure 
of  81  for  last  year. 
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Physical  Training. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Organisers  for  Physical  Training  for 
the  following  very  interesting  report. 

Annual  Report  on  Physical  Training,  1939-1940. 

General  Statement. 

Physical  Education  at  the  beginning  of  1939  had  shown  great 
promise  of  further  advancement. 

Consolidation  of  achievement  was  already  evident,  and  talent 
was  being  mobilised  and  utilised. 

Keeping  always  in  mind  the  needs  of  schools,  where  a liking 
for  physical  activity  can  be  inculcated  on  sound  lines,  the  “ carry- 
over ” value  to  the  youth  population  of  Great  Britain  was  being 
fostered  by  the  national  organisations.  The  National  Fitness 
Council  and  The  Central  Council  of  Recreative  Physical  Training. 
Local  Authorities  were  playing  their  part  in  co-operating  along  the 
lines  suggested  by  these  bodies. 

Keep-Fit  and  Recreative  Physical  Training  became  household 
words,  and  the  public  was  kept  well  informed  by  intensive  advertise- 
ment campaigns. 

There  was  every  indication  that  the  seeds  of  a voluntary 
national  movement  had  been  sown,  that  would  compare  favourably 
with  any  vigorous  compulsory  counterpart  in  other  countries. 

Progress  continues  to  be  made  in  the  schools.  From  the 
time  a child  enters  an  Infant  or  Nursery  class,  until  he  leaves  a 
Senior  School,  his  physical  welfare  is  carefully  studied  and  training 
suitably  graded. 

Physical  Education  has  in  no  sense  been  exempt  from  the 
general  disorganisation  brought  about  by  war  conditions. 

The  National  Fitness  Council  has  ceased  to  function,  but  the 
Central  Council  of  Recreative  Physical  Training  remains. 

The  Government  are  determined  to  prevent  during  this 
war,  a recurrence  of  the  social  problem  which  arose  during  the  last, 
by  deciding  that  the  Board  of  Education  shall  undertake  a direct 
responsibility  for  Youth  Welfare. 

A National  Youth  Committee  has  been  appointed  to  advise 
the  president  of  the  Board,  and  a special  branch  of  the  Board  has 
been  organised  to  administer  grants  for  the  maintenance  and 
development  of  facilities. 
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In  schools,  where  conditions  may  become  increasingly  difficult, 
we  feel  most  strongly  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  maintain 
and  further  the  standard  of  work  already  achieved. 

The  following  conditions  may  arise  : — 

1.  Increased  cost  of  small  apparatus  and  plimsolls. 

2.  Dearth  of  teachers  due  to  mobilisation. 

3.  Suspension  of  building  programmes. 

4.  Lack  of  facilities  owing  to  the  expense  entailed  in 

blacking  out  buildings. 

5.  Fall  in  numbers  due  to  travelling  difficulties  during 

“ black-out  ” periods. 

6.  Commandeering  of  schools  or  parts  of  schools  for  A.R.P. 

and  military  purposes. 

7.  Curtailment  of  school  hours  and  consequent  dislocation 

of  timetables. 

We  feel  assured  however  that  the  combined  ingenuity  and 
forethought  of  Head  Teachers  and  schools’  personnel,  can  do  much 
to  overcome  certain  of  these  difficulties,  and  to  solve  other  problems, 
as  and  when  they  occur. 

Thus  Physical  Education  will  retain  its  rightful  position  in 
school  life. 

At  such  a time  as  this  it  should  be  generally  recognised  that 
the  health  of  the  child  is  of  paramount  importance,  and  in  keeping 
him  actively,  cheerfully,  and  objectively  employed.  Physical 
Education  has,  as  at  no  other  time,  its  opportunity  to  function  as 
an  antidote  to  the  drabness  and  depression  of  the  “ War  of  Nerves,” 
imposed  upon  young  and  old  alike. 

Small  Apparatus. 

The  present  method  of  requisitioning  seems  to  be  working 
satisfactorily. 

Clothing. 

There  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  this  respect. 
Changing  into  suitable  clothing  and  shoes  has  been  instituted  in 
all  senior  schools,  and  the  majority  of  Juniors  and  Infants  change 
into  plimsolls.  Head  Teachers  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
success  of  their  efforts  in  achieving  this  progress. 
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Playgrounds. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  in  the  construction  of  air-raid 
shelters  the  minimum  encroachment  has  been  made  upon  plaj^- 
ground  areas,  and  that  the  asphalted  surfaces  have  been  left  intact. 

Head  Teachers  have  availed  themselves  of  the  Organisers’ 
offer  to  furnish  plans  for  the  permanent  marking  of  playgrounds 
for  games,  activities,  etc. 

Playing  Fields. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  fields  owned  by  the  Education 
Committee  remains  unchanged. 

Use  has  been  made  of  the  Greenway  Playing  Field,  and  since 
September  advantage  has  been  gladly  taken  of  the  permission  given 
for  schools  to  use  the  Clayton  Playing  Field. 

Indoor  Accommodation. 

There  is  no  additional  accommodation  upon  which  to  report. 

Schools  fortunate  enough  to  have  halls  continue  to  make  good 
use  of  them. 

The  new  floor  in  the  hall  at  Mount  Pleasant  Junior  School 
should  facilitate  work  there  and  reduce  the  risk  of  accident. 

Swimming. 

The  absence  of  Swimming  Baths  in  Coseley  has  again  been 
offset  by  the  keenness  of  some  teachers  in  taking  parties  of  children, 
in  out  of  school  hours,  to  neighbouring  Baths,  and  others  have 
expressed  their  intention  of  emulating  this  commendable  example. 

Evening  Institute  KeeP-Fit  Classes. 

Weekly  Keep-Fit  classes  for  women  were  held  at  Mount 
Pleasant  Junior  School  and  Recreative  Physical  Training  classes 
for  boys  at  Manor  Senior  Boys’  School. 

Teachers'  Classes. 

Women.  Two  teachers  attended  a ten  weeks  swimming  course 
held  at  Bilston. 

A demonstration  of  Infant  School  dancing  was  held  at  Broad 
Lanes  Infants’  School  in  the  Spring  Term,  following  up  a course 
held  the  previous  term.  By  kind  permission  of  the  Secretary, 
Infant  School  teachers  were  released  early  during  the  afternoon 
session. 

Men.  a ten  w'eeks  course  on  Junior  and  Senior  work  was 
held  at  Manor  Senior  Boys’  School  during  the  Spring  term. 
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In  conclusion  the  Organisers  wish  to  express  their  indebtedness 
to  the  Education  Committee,  the  Secretary,  Head  and  Assistant 
teachers,  and  Office  staff  for  their  sympathetic  attitude  in  furthering 
the  work  in  the  area.  They  feel  assured  that  in  the  friendly  welcome 
extended  to  them  in  the  schools  there  is  an  expression  of  genuine 
co-operation. 

(Signed)  E.  A.  White. 

G.  Heyhoe. 


Provision  of  Meals, 

The  free  milk  scheme  was  initiated  in  May  and  32  debilitated 
children  were  recommended  for  a supply  before  the  end  of  July 
when  the  schools  closed  for  the  Summer  Vacation. 

It  was  not  possible  to  follow  up  all  these  cases  before  the  end 
of  the  year,  however,  there  will  be  a gradual  addition  to  the  free  milk 
list  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  extend  the  scheme  to  all 
debilitated  children  whose  parents  are  unable  to  pay  for  milk  at  a 
reduced  rate. 

While  some  parents  have  been  most  anxious  to  co-operate 
in  the  scheme  others  appear  reluctant  to  complete’ the  application 
form  for  free  milk,  but  no  doubt  the  advantages  will,  in  time,  become 
more  appreciated. 

Co-operation  of  Parents,  Teachers,  and  the  School  Attendance 
Officer. 

The  attendance  of  parents  at  routine  inspections  and  at  the 
Clinic  was  very  satisfactory.  The  Teachers  and  School  Attendance 
Officer  co-operated  fully  with  the  School  Medical  Department  and 
I should  like  to  return  my  best  thanks  to  them  for  their  valuable 
assistance. 

Voluntary  Bodies. 

The  Officers  of  the  Staffordshire  Association  for  Mental 
Welfare  continued  their  good  work  amongst  the  mentally  Defective 
children  of  the  district  and  I am  grateful  to  Miss  Tosh,  the 
Organising  Secretary  for  the  following  report  : — 

Staffordshire  Association  for  Mental  Welfare. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  a report  of  the  work  carried  out 
for  the  Coseley  Education  Committee  by  the  Association  during  the 
year  1939.  ^ 
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In  the  Coseley  area  twelve  feebleminded  children  have  been 
on  the  books  of  the  Association  during  this  period,  one  is  in  a 
residential  special  school,  two  have  been  notified  as  ineducable  to 
the  Local  Authority  for  care  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  and 
nine  were  supervised  by  home  visiting,  more  than  thirty  domiciliary 
visits  were  paid,  and  in  addition,  from  time  to  time  interviews  on 
the  children's  behalf  with  other  workers  were  held,  including  the 
Probation  Officer,  Health  Visitor,  Relieving  Officer,  Inspector  of 
the  N.S.P.C.C.,  Labour  Exchange  Officers  and  prospective 
employers.  Such  co-operation  has  always  been  freely  given  and  is 
of  very  great  value.  Three  children  under  supervision  have  now 
left  school  and  have  obtained  suitable  employment.  Experience 
proves  that  these  children  are  specially  in  need  of  help  and  under- 
standing when  they  leave  school,  they  are  more  often  than  not 
unfitted  to  meet  the  competitive  spirit  of  brighter  children  in 
factories  and  workshops,  they  have  little  self-confidence,  the}^  are 
lacking  in  initiative,  and  would  be  constantly  in  difficulties  and 
probably  out  of  employment  if  it  were  not  possible  to  enlist  on  their 
behalf  sympathetic  understanding  and  tolerance.  It  has  been 
found  that  a word  with  the  employer  or  Firm’s  Welfare  Officer 
generally  obtains  a fair  chance  for  a boy  or  girl  who  may  be  slower 
than  others  in  grasping  what  is  required  of  them.  Parents  are 
grateful  for  the  help  given  to  their  children  as  they  themselves  are 
sometimes  prevented  by  family  ties  or  lack  of  understanding  from 
giving  the  necessary  time  and  sympathy  to  their  backward  child 
and  its  problems  in  the  working  world. 

Three  children  under  supervision  remain  in  elementary  schools, 
one  other  has  not  been  admitted  to  school  owing  to  severe  epilepsy, 
and  one  has  been  seriously  ill  and  after  leaving  school  is  at  home. 

With  those  children  who  have  attained  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  the  Association  continues  to  keep  in  touch,  as  the  Education 
Committee  has  no  longer  responsibility  for  their  training.  It  is 
hoped  that  provision  will  be  made  for  the  notification  of  such 
children  needing  further  care  by  legislation  in  due  course  that  they 
may  have  the  care  provided  by  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  if 
difficulty  should  arise.  In  the  meantime  the  value  of  maintaining 
a link  with  the  parents  has  proved  to  be  considerable,  and  has  led 
to  a more  sympathetic  understanding  on  their  part.  The  usefulness 
of  parent-teacher  organisations  should  be  stressed  and  the  oppor- 
tunity they  give  for  discussing  difficulties  and  problems  in  the 
behaviour  of  individual  children.  The  close  co-operation  of  parent 
and  teacher  has  never  been  so  necessary  as  it  is  to-day  with  the 
constant  lapses  into  juvenile  delinquency  that  occur.  This 
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understanding  is  an  important  factor  also  in  the  success  of  special 
provision  for  that  training  of  retarded  children  in  school  which 
will  enable  them  to  use  their  activities  constructively  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community. 

Reference  must  be  made  to  the  publication  in  July  of  the 
Report  of  the  Feversham  Committee  on  the  Voluntary  Mental 
Health  Services,  which  is  the  important  result  of  much  careful  and 
detailed  study  of  the  existing  mental  health  services  and  the 
responsibilities  for  their  co-ordination  and  extension.  Their 
recommendation  that  a Mental  Health  Committee  be  established 
in  the  area  of  each  Local  Authority  should  do  much  to  unify  and 
stimulate  a comprehensive  scheme  of  facilities  for  mental  health 
of  children  and  adults  if  legislation  should  be  passed  to  bring  it 
into  operation.  Amongst  many  recommendations  concerning  the 
mental  health  of  children  is  the  establishment  of  more  special  schools 
or  classes  for  the  retarded  groups  of  children  who  cannot  be  catered 
for  even  in  the  C.  stream  of  the  junior  and  senior  schools.  Early 
ascertainment  of  the  children  is  vital  to  the  success  of  such  classes 
and  the  Report  points  out  the  value  of  the  assistance  which  can 
be  given  by  the  appointment  of  an  educational  psychologist  on  the 
staff  of  the  Education  Authority,  not  onhy-  to  give  help  in  ascertain- 
ment, but  also  in  advising  on  educational  programmes  and  the 
treatment  of  problem  children.  The  report  also  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  access  to  a Child  Guidance  Clinic  in  every  area. 

Seven  notified  children  from  Coseley  attend  the  Bilston 
Occupation  Centre.  On  the  outbreak  of  war  it  was  found  necessary 
to  close  the  Centre,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  teaching  to 
be  given  to  the  children  in  their  homes  by  the  Centre’s  Staff. 
Happily,  arrangements  for  suitable  protection  in  air  raids  for  the 
children  have  been  made  and  the  Centre  re-opened  on  the  23rd 
October.  In  July  the  children  attending  Bilston  Centre  had  the 
joy  of  a week’s  cajnp  holiday  at  Litchfield.  We  are  most  grateful 
for  the  interest  and  support  of  members  of  the  Coseley  Education 
Committee  in  this  venture.  The  benefit  in  the  health  and  happiness 
of  the  children  more  than  repays  the  effort  made  on  their  behalf. 

Our  work  in  the  Coseley  area  has  been  facilitated  by  the  ready 
co-operation  of  the  Coseley  Education  Committee  and  we  would 
like  to  express  our  gratitude  for  their  continued  support. 

(Signed)  F.  H.  Tosh, 

Organising  Secretary. 
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Two  children  were  notified  as  ineducable  to  the  County 
Authority  for  Mental  Deficiency.  Unfortunately  one  of  them  has 
also  to  be  certified  as  blind. 


Blind  and  Deaf  Children. 

Two  partially  sighted  children  were  in  attendance  at  the  local 
Elementary  Schools.  There  was  one  blind  child  in  the  Birmingham 
Royal  Institute  for  the  Blind.  Another  blind  child  came  into  the 
district  and  arrangements  for  her  admission  to  a special  school 
had  not  been  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Three  deaf  children  are  in  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and 
one  attends  an  Elementary  School. 

Health  Education. 

I intended  to  give  some  health  talks  to  the  children  in  the 
Senior  Schools,  but  time  was  not  available.  The  Health  Visitors, 
however,  continued  to  give  demonstrations  in  mother-craft  to  the 
Senior  Girls  at  the  Bayer  Hall  Welfare  Centre. 

Juvenile  Employment. 

Information  was  passed  on  to  the  Juvenile  Employment 
Bureau  regarding  any  leavers  whose  physical  condition  made  it 
inadvisable  for  them  to  engage  in  certain  occupations. 


Statistical  Tables. 

The  Statistical  tables  required  by  the  Board  of  Education  are 
appended. 
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TABLE  I. 


Medical  Inspections  of  Children  attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools. 


A. — Routine  Medicm.  Inspections. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : — 
Entrants 

Second  Age  Group  

Third  Age  Group 


Total 


Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 


Grand  Total 


B. — Other  Inspec  tions. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  ... 


210 

421 

319 


9o0 


20 


970 


742 


TABLE  II. 


Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the  Year  in  the 
Routine  Age  Croups  up  to  31st  August,  1939. 


Age-groups 

Number 

of 

Children 

Inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

(Slig 

(subn 

rhtly 

ormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Entrants 

210 

13 

6.19 

179 

85.24 

18 

8.57 

- 

- 

Second  .\ge-group 

421 

21 

4.99 

336 

79.81 

62 

14.73 

2 

.47 

Third  Age-group 

319 

31 

9.717 

263 

82.45 

25 

7.833 

- 

- 

Otiier  Routine 
Inspections 

20 

2 

10.0 

15 

75.0 

3 

15.0 

— 

- 

Total 

970 

67 

6.91 

793 

81.75 

108 

1 1.13 

2 

.21 

62 


TABLE  III. 


Return  of  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


BLIND  CHILDREN. 


A blind  child  is  defined  by  Section  69  of  the  Education  Act,  1921,  as  one  who  is 
“ too  blind  to  be  able  to  read  the  ordinary  school  books  used  by  children.”  This  defini- 
tion covers  some  children  who  are  totally,  or  almost  totally,  blind  and  can  only  be 
appropriately  taught  in  a school  for  blind  children,  and  others  who  have  partial  sight 
and  can  be  appropriately  taught  in  a school  for  partially  sighted  children.  Only  the 
first  class  should  be  included  in  this  section. 


At  Certified 
Schools  for  the 
Blind. 

At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools. 

At  other 
Institutions. 

At  no  School 
or 

Institution. 

Total. 

1 

— 

— 

I 

2 

DEAF  CHILDREN. 


A deaf  child  is  defined  by  Section  69  of  the  Education  Act,  1921,  as  one  who  is 
" too  deaf  to  be  taught  in  a class  of  hearing  children  in  an  elementary  school.”  This 
definition  covers  some  children  who  are  totally,  or  almost  totally,  deaf  and  can  only  be 
appropriately  taught  in  a school  for  deaf  children,  and  others  who  have  partial  hearing 
and  can  be  appropriately  taught  in  a class  for  partially  deaf  children.  Only  the  first 
type  should  be  included  in  this  section. 


At  Certified 
Schools  for  the 
Deaf. 

At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools. 

At  other 
Institutions. 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution. 

Total. 

3 

I 

1 

— 

— 

4 

63 
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TABLE  IV. 


Treatment  Tables. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  VI.) 


Disease  or  Defect. 

(1) 

Number  of 
under  tre* 

Defects  trea 
itment  durii 
year. 

ted,  or 
ig  the 

Under  the 
Authoritjf’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin  : — 

Ringworm-Scalp : — 

{i)  X-Ray  Treatment.  If  none,  indicate  by  dash 

— 

— 

— 

(u)  Other  Treatment 

3 

— 

3 

Ringworm-Body 

1 

— 

1 

Scabies 

3 

— 

3 

Impetigo 

108 

— 

108 

Other  Skin  Disease  ... 

49 

5 

54 

Minor  Ear  Defects  (External  and  other,  but  excluding 

cases  falling  in  Group  II.) 

9 

3 

12 

Minor  Eye  Defects 

5 

1 

6 

Miscellaneous  {e.g.,  minor  injuries,  brui.ses,  sores, 

chilblains,  etc.) 

155 

— 

155 

Total 

333 

9 

342 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects  treated  as 

Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) 


No.  of  D( 

jfects  dealt 

with . 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint) 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those 
recorded  in  Group  I.)  ... 

Total 

123 

3 

8 

131 

3 

126 

8 

1.34 

No.  of  Children  for  whom  spectacles  wore 

( fi)  Prescribed  

(b)  Obtained 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise 

Total. 

99 

99 

25 

25 

124 

124 

TABLE  IV. — Continued. 


Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Rece 

ived  Operative  Tre 

atment. 

Under  the 

By  Private 

Received 

Total 

Authority’s 

Practitioner  or 

other  forms 

number 

Scheme,  in 

Hospital,  apart 

Total. 

of  Treatment. 

treated. 

Clinic  or 

from  the 

Hospital. 

Authority’s 

Scheme. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(•"O 

(i)  (ii)  (iii)  (iv) 

(i)  (ii)  (iii)  (iv) 

10—11  8 

(i)  (ii)  (iii)  (iv) 

10—11  8 

7 

36 

(i)  Tonsils  only,  (ii)  Adenoids  only.  (Hi)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  (iv)  Other  defects  of 

the  nose  and  throat. 


u 

.J 

to 

< 

H 
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TABLE  V. 

Dentax  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

= (1)  Number  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dentist : — 

] (a)  Routine  age-groups  : — 

' Age. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

j 10  

‘ 11  

12  

13  

14  

Total 

[b)  Specials  ... 

(c)  Total  (Routine  and  Specials) 

! (2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 
I (4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

' ! (6)  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

Inspection ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

'Treatment ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Total 


I (6)  Fillings  : — 
j Permanent  Teeth 

f Temporary  Teeth 

i 

Total 

* (7)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

Temporary  Teeth  

Total 

(!  (8)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 
' (9)  Other  Operations  ; — 

^^ermanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Temporary  Teeth 

Total 

TABLE  VI. 

Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the 

School  Nurse 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  School 

^lurse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

I (iii)  Number  of  tVtcfm’iiMa/ children  found  unclean 
, (iv)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section  87  (2)  and 
(3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(а)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ... 

(б)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  
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Number. 

256 

309 

326 

358 

275 


1,524 

183 

1,707 


1,515 

796 

904 


22 

111 


133 


235 

32 


267 


500 

1,381 


1,881 


168 


16 

415 


431 


1 

3,478 

321 

79 


4 


Mental  Deficiency  (Notification  of  Children)  Regulations,  1928. 


Statement  of  the  Number  of  Children  Notified  during  the  Year  Ended 
31st  December,  1939,  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  to  the  Local 

Mental  Deficiency  Authority. 

Total  number  of  children  notified  2. 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  ABOVE  TOTAL. 


Diagnosis. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

1.  (i)  Children  incapable  of  receiving  benefit  or  further 
benefit  from  instruction  in  a Special  School  : 

(a)  Idiots  

(6)  Imbeciles 

1 

(c)  Others 

- 

- 

(ii)  Children  unable  to  be  instructed  in  a Special 
School  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of 
other  children 

(a)  Moral  defectives  ... 

(6)  Others  

- 

- 

2.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  on  leaving  a Special 

School  on  or  before  attaining  the  age  of  16 

— 

- 

3.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  under  Article  3, 
i.e.,  “ special  circumstances  ” cases  

— 

— 

4.  Children  who  in  addition  to  being  mentally 
defective  were  blind  or  deaf  

— 

1 

Grand  Total  

- 

2 

SUMMARY  OF  PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS. 


Number  of  Departments  under  the  Coseley  Education  Authority. 
There  are  10  Blocks  of  Schools  comprising  17  Departments. 

Voluntary  Schools  Included  in  the  Above. 

Infants  3,  Junior  2. 

Accommodation . 

Provided  Schools  3,891.  Non-Provided  Schools  1,006.  Total 
4,897. 

Average  Attendance  for  the  Year  ended  March  31st,  1939, 
3,476. 

Number  of  children  on  School  Registers  on  July  31st,  1939, 
3,753. 

Total  Accommodation: — Infants  1,467;  Juniors  1,510. 
Juniors  and  Infants  combined  2,977  ; Senior  1,920;  Total  4,897. 

Defective  Vision. 

Errors  of  Refraction  134.  Glasses  supplied  124. 

Minor  Defects  Treated  at  Clinics. 

Skin  169.  Eye  12.  Miscellaneous  155.  Total  342. 

Dental  Inspection. 

Children  E.xamined  1,707.  Children  Treated  796. 

Cleanliness  Inspection  by  School  Nurse. 

No.  of  Inspections  3,478. 

Individual  Children  found  unclean  321. 

Number  of  Children  cleansed  by  Local  Authority  79. 
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